
 

 

 

 

!  

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship 

1207 Ellsworth Street!
Bellingham, WA 98225 

360-733-3837 
admin@buf.org 
www.buf.org 

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship 

An inclusive religious community  
encouraging lives of  

purpose, service, and joy 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Renewing	
the	Faith	

	

 Spring 2022 

I am gazing out my 
window on a cold  
January morning. 

 

Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship 
Community, Compassion, Commitment 

Renewing the Faith 

By Roz Reynolds 
I am gazing out my window at a cold 
January morning. The garden sleeps 
under a crust of frozen snow, and only the 
most intrepid chickadees flit in the bare 
branches of the grape vine. The chickens 
are huddled beneath their heat lamp. 
Soon I will add hot water to their water 
trough to keep it from freezing. But just 
now, I am buying flower seeds.  

Like so many of us, when the first days of 
the pandemic turned into weeks, and then 
months, I felt discouraged. The activities 
that had given my life purpose and 
meaning had been canceled. It was hard 
to see what the point of it all was. My 
perspective shifted one day when I was 
reminded of this quote: “Keep faith and do 
the little things.” I decided to focus not on 
the things I couldn’t do, but on the little, 
everyday things that I could do. So, I 
planted a garden. 

I had no grand plan. I dug, I raked, I sowed 
seeds. When weeds came up, I pulled 
them. When droughts hit, I watered. I did 
whatever the day demanded, knowing 
there was no guarantee of any particular 
outcome. Will deer eat the peas? Will 
slugs decimate the marigolds? (Spoiler: 
yes.) I planted them anyway. 
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Months of a global pandemic are turning 
into years. It’s easy to feel discouraged. 
How do you keep the faith – whatever that 
means to you? For me, intentionally 
becoming a steward to the small patch of 
earth under my feet has given me a 
renewed sense of purpose through every 
season. I’ve learned to surrender my 
illusion of control (thanks, slugs), and trust 
that those everyday acts of stewardship, 
large and small, have meaning in 
themselves. 

We hope that being part of the BUF 
community has helped you feel connected 
during these difficult times. While we dream 
of brighter days ahead, we can find 
meaning in tending to one another and the 
world around us. I invite you to join us as 
stewards of our beloved community, and 
pledge as generously as you are able 
during BUF’s annual canvass. Investing in 
the things that bring us joy, and purpose, 
and meaning, is the ultimate act of faith. 
Like buying flower seeds in January. 
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If you remain generous, 
Time will come good: 

And you will find your feet 
Again on fresh pastures of 

promise, 
Where the air will be kind 

And blushed with beginning. 

 

--John O’Donohue 
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BUF Humanitas Volunteers 

Written	by	Roz	Reynolds	
for	the	Stewardship	team.	
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Why Do We Give? 

“Part of my decision about giving to 
my congregation relates to honoring 
the people and events that have 
established it and furthered the 
mission before me. My giving also 
helps to ensure that the 
congregation is there long after I am 
gone, for people I will never meet 
and children who have yet to be 
born. Between honoring the past 
and preparing for the future, my 
gifts warrant the vitality of the 
programs and activities we 
implement today-which accord 
intimately with my own values. In 
this way, my congregation creates a 
broader vehicle for making a 
difference in the world than I could 
make myself.” 

From: The Generosity Path 
by Mark V. Ewert 

Kids and Adult Choirs – 
To be Continued… 
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