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Suffrage, Ordination, Backlash, and Persistence 

     
 This past Sunday we shared a 
reading from Olympia Brown, said 
to be the first American woman 
whose ordination to the ministry 
was recognized by a denomination 
(the Universalists, in 1863). Brown 

and so many other women who supported and wished to 
receive support from their Unitarian and Universalist 
congregations, seminaries, and national organizations 
faced obstacles everywhere they turned.  
     Ten years earlier, Antoinette Brown Blackwell (no 
relation to Olympia), is said to be the first woman 
ordained by a congregation. Blackwell was a Unitarian 
but, lacking the support of her congregation, was 
ordained by a Methodist minister. 
     The Encyclopedia Britannica, Wikipedia, the United 
Methodist’s website, and the Dictionary of Unitarian and 
Universalist Biography have different ways of phrasing 
the matter, citing the existence of earlier women 
preachers, ordained deacons, and ordination by 
congregations versus denominational bodies. It was a 
time of specious arguments and ludicrous word games. 
     What all of these women had in common, 
unsurprisingly, was that they were advocating as well for 
women’s right to vote, because women’s rights and 
voting rights are among the most potent tools we have 
toward overcoming oppressive doctrines of the law, the 
mind, and religion.  
     More than 100 years later, women’s rights and voting 
rights are still under attack. We’re still subject to 
specious arguments and ludicrous word games—claims 
are made about supporting “life,” and “integrity” through 
policies that do the opposite. 
     One thing I got wrong in Sunday’s reflections (if I’m 
reading the various sources correctly) was in my 
statement that all of the earliest advocates of women 
suffrage were dead by the time of the first national 
election in which women were allowed to vote. No, both 
Brown (age 85) and Brown Blackwell (95) voted in 1920.  
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     They’d been disappointed so many 
times. I imagine they were wise enough, 
and humble enough, to know that their 
work would need to continue beyond 
their own lives. They knew that 
doctrines of the law, the mind, and 
religion were obstinate. What courage 
they had to persist. 
 
Onward, 
Paul 
 

 
Save the DATE 
BUF Annual Auction: Saturday, 
Feb 11, 4:30-7pm 

Steady yourself for 
the great reveal - the 
2023 BUF Auction 
theme is ALL UU 
NEED IS LOVE!    
Mark your calendars 
for this lively all-BUF 

community event.  Your $20 ticket will 
include access to silent and live auction, 
Beatles-themed entertainment, groovy 
appetizers, and two raffle tickets for 
prize of your choice. ‘60s attire and 
decorations will abound.     
Find out more and sign-up to help at 
“Find Your Place at BUF” on Sunday, 
Oct 9th (after the service).  Members of 
the auction steering committee include 
Barbara ten Hove & Naomi Gary (co-
chairs), Henry Ohana, Sarah Pearson, 
Judy Kasper and Helena Chaikin.  Next 
planning meeting is Friday, Oct 28 at 
4pm -you are invited! 
 
BUF Kitchen Construction Begins 
     The BUF kitchen project is starting 
on Wed, Oct 5th.  The first phase will 
focus on repairing the walls and floor in 
the dishwasher area.  The kitchen will be 
closed for most uses through Sat, Oct 
8th.  
     Coffee hour and Find Your Place at 
BUF will happen as scheduled, in the 
social hall on Sun, Oct 9th. 
 

 
 

SUNDAY SERVICES – 
OCTOBER  2022 

 
 
October 9 - Beloved Community is Like a Nurse 
Log – Rev Paul Beckel 
     On Sunday, September 18, I spoke about empathy as a 
natural inclination, and blocking-out empathy as a 
natural reaction to the trials of life. If that’s the case for 
us as individuals, what can families or a congregation 
offer to regenerate the best in us? Resilient, sustainable, 
regenerative community doesn’t come out of 
nowhere…but we are not nowhere. Forests are built and 
rebuilt on nurse logs. In what ways can BUF’s resources, 
including our own lives, be nurse logs for forests to 
come?  
 
October 16 - Tragic Investment –  
James Addington and Rev Mel Hoover 
     James, author of Tragic Investment, is joined by Mel 
to talk about how race sabotages communities and 
jeopardizes America’s future—and what we can do about 
it. James’ book will be available, along with an invitation 
to continue the conversation in a series of classes over 
the next five Sunday afternoons (details to come). 
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October 9 - FIND YOUR PLACE AT BUF 

Find out what’s happening at BUF and how you can get involved! 
     Sunday, October 9, we will be holding a FIND YOUR PLACE AT BUF event during 
coffee hour in the social hall, with information tables hosted by leaders of over two 
dozen groups, committees and activities at BUF.  To sweeten the deal we’ll have ice 
cream sundaes for you to enjoy while you stroll around finding out about everything 
from Fair Trade and Black Lives Matters, to Choir, and being a cook on Wednesday 
Nights.  
     There is a place for everyone at BUF!  
 

UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FOR BEGINNERS — and for the Old Guard 
    Rev Paul Beckel and Bonnie Phinney offer this series of six classes to be held on 
Sundays from noon to 1:30, October 9 thru November 13. Our focus will be on how, 
within the context of our UU heritage, we articulate what Unitarian Universalism is and 
how it shapes our values. Both visitors and member are encouraged to join us.  
     Caution: at the conclusion of previous classes, many participants have created new 
chalice circles (with assistance from Bonnie) or found themselves successfully guided 
into existing chalice circles in order to continue to expand and deepen their ….  
     Contact bonnie_phinney@hotmail.com or Paul@buf.org to register. 
 

 
SEJC Interfaith Coalition – TIME 
IS RUNNING OUT! Coat Drive 
2022 through Oct 10 
Time is running out-- please bring 
those warm coats to BUF 
clothes closet.   
New or like new, cleaned and folded. 
When:  Now – October 10th. 
Contact: Sita C. Amba-Rao, SEJC-
Interfaith Coalition for information. 
 

 
 
SEJC Special Collection for October – Sita C. Amba-Rao 
 Cooperativa Tierra y Libertad 
     Cooperativa Tierra y Libertad (of Land and Liberty) is one of the new organizations 
that we found in fulfillment of our Beloved Community commitment. Started in 2017, it 
is a member- owned, self-governed organic farm.   The Cooperative is supported by 
Community to Community Development for technical assistance and financial 
management.  They grow, produce and sell organic produce, following values of 
freedom, democracy and equity.  Their goals are: 
Self-sustainance;      
Supporting women’s’ rights;  
Freedom to work humanely;  
Creating a better future for their families and the community; 
Develop cooperative relationships; and, 
Educate children to preserve their culture. 

mailto:bonnie_phinney@hotmail.com
mailto:Paul@buf.org
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     The Cooperative produces organically but does not sell as certified, due to the 
constraints of cost and time.  The fee for USDA Organic Certification fee is $1,125, or nd 
$4,125 for expedited certification.  The latter method will enable recognition and full 
access to organic food markets.   Our contribution will assist the Cooperative in being 
certified, USDA Organic. 
     Please contribute through the BUF Office by sending a check or with auto pay 
anytime in October.   Contact Kathy Wahto, BUF Administrator for assistance. 
 
Streamline your Monthly Charitable Contributions through  
Electronic Funds Transfer 
     Would you like to make sure that you do not miss any of your monthly 
contributions?  Set up an automatic electronic funds transfer (EFT) of your regular 
charitable donations.  Kathy Wahto BUF administrator can assist you. If you would like 
to give more for a select organization, you can send an additional check just for those 
organizations. This system ensures that every organization gets the funds.  
Thank you so much for your generous gifts. 
 
BUF Special Collections for 2022-23 Year – SEJC Committee 

Collection Date Organization Collection Date Organization 
July 24              Whatcom Million Trees 

Project 
January 15 Kulshan Community Media 

and KMRE  
August 28   Northwest Youth Services February 12      Kids In Motion Therapy 

Clinic 
September 18  Humanitas 

 
March 19           JUUstice Washington 

October 9          Cooperativa Tierra Y Libertad April 23 Lummi House of Tears 
Carvers 

November 13     Magyarszovat May 21              Blue Skies for Children 
 

December 11     Restorative CommUnity 
Coalition 

June 11             Whatcom Dispute Resolution 
Center 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION    
Genia Allen-Schmid, RE Director, genia@buf.org 
 
 

CHILDREN’S RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  
     BUF’s policy of requiring vaccinations has been lifted and we welcome all our families 
back to BUF!  
     We will return to the tradition of children joining us in the sanctuary for the start of 
the Sunday service. We have a child-friendly space with pillows, low tables and chairs, 
drawing supplies, fidget boxes, and a front row seat for the Story For All Ages.  
     After the Story, we will head upstairs and have a one-room classroom for 1st graders 
on up. We’ll share our joys and concerns followed by activities surrounding a weekly 
theme. Preschoolers will be in a separate room for fun, supervised playtime. We will 
reassess after a few weeks and, according to numbers, volunteers, and feedback, adjust 
our programming. If you have any questions or concerns about our children’s 
programming or want to volunteer, please contact me at genia@BUF.org. 
      Our theme this month is courage! We will explore and experience courage and how it 
relates to our UU values through games, art, stories and play.    
 
Adult RE  Study Group - Tragic Investment by James Addington  
     We are offering a series of book study sessions on a Tragic Investment by James 
Addington. A Lummi Island resident, James will lead five sessions about his book 
exploring “how race sabotages communities and jeopardizes America’s future – and 
what we can do about it”. The study will begin October 23 and run 5  Sundays, 
from 12:00 to 1:30 . The book will be available to purchase during coffee hour 
following his sermon on Sunday, October 16.  
 
Chalice Circles 
     One of the best ways to feel like you belong, are valued, and cared for at BUF is to join 
a Chalice Circle. These small groups of 6-10 people meet monthly to connect, share, and 
explore spiritual/religious questions. We encourage newcomers and those of you who 
might feel disconnected after 2 1/2 years of pandemic to consider joining one. Please 
contact Genia@buf.org so we can help you become more involved in the life of 
this Fellowship. 
 
Wednesday Night Dinner’s Resume – with a twist 
     Our traditional Wednesday night dinners will be starting once the new dishwasher 
and flooring are installed; hopefully by the end of October. We are reconfiguring our 
Wednesday night dinners to be more sustainable, welcoming, and followed by fun 
activities for folks not going off to choir rehearsal. Our focus is on community building 
and we will keep the menu simple; soup, salad, bread and dessert.  To mark the change, 
we are renaming it “BUF Night In”.  It will still be affordable and tasty, and a fun way to 
spend your Wednesday evening.  Families with children are most welcome!!   
 
 

mailto:genia@BUF.org
mailto:Genia@buf.org
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Black Lives Matter – 3 Meetings per Month 
     There are 3 BUF Black Lives Matter zoom meetings a month. 2nd Monday is the 

Business meeting. 3rd Monday is the Program 
meeting. 4th Monday is the Discussion meeting. Please 
join us for any or all of these meetings! Contact Naomi 
Gary Co-facilitator (naomiwwwgary@gmail.com) for 
more information. 
     Join Zoom Meeting    
https://zoom.us/j/96292952504 
Meeting ID: 962 9295 2504     Passcode: BUF 
 
 
Whatcom Racial Equity Commission needs 
BUFsters to SHOW UP at the County Council vote 
on Tuesday, October 11th 6pm. To get us in the 
MOOD they are throwing a great PARTY, and 
EVERYONE'S INVITED!! Please wear BRIGHT 
COLORS so the Council can SEE US!! 4pm-5:30pm at 
the Bellingham Library Lawn. 
 

 
BUF Men’s Group—Hybrid meetings on 2nd and 4th Sunday 
     BUF has a men's group. We're young and old, members and guests, straight, gay, and 
queer. We meet after the service on the 2nd and 4th Sundays (in person in the conference 
room and on Zoom), and we share our concerns and worries, discuss some issue, and 
sometimes squeeze out some insight.  And we usually do it without mentioning sports or 
politics.  We would be happy to welcome you, too. Contact Jeff Copeland 
(jeff.copeland@gmail.com) for more information or see the link in the calendar listing. 
 
 
BUF Meetings—book your space early on the calendar 
     If you are leading a group that will need space for any meeting or activity at BUF, 
please do not take it for granted that you can just show up and find a space.  We have 
lots of new activities, small group, renters, etc using our building, so please contact our 
Administrator, Kath Wahto, well in advance to reserve a space.  Email  admin@buf.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:naomiwwwgary@gmail.com
https://zoom.us/j/96292952504
mailto:jeff.copeland@gmail.com
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      VOLUNTEERS – MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 
 
BUF Kitchen Supplies Needed 
     We will be restarting the weekly dinners at BUF.  However, we find that the kitchen 
has been raided during the pandemic.  We have some needs that you can help us 
with.  We need: 
- a few bath sized towels for laying out drying dish trays 
-  kitchen dish towels 
- a few more hot pads 
- some GOOD knives for chopping and paring 
- a non electric can opener (easy on the hands if possible) 
- if you have any very large frying/saute pans.  The normal 8 inch and 12 inch won’t help 
us. 
     Please contact Genia at genia@BUF.org if you would like to donate any of these 
items.  
 
Behind the scenes crew at Sunday Services- comes with training! 
     As we start our new church year, we are committed to continuing hybrid services. We 
would like to expand the crew that make that happen. If you've ever been amazed at 
Sunday services appearing on your tablet or computer screen, you can help make that 
magic happen.  Please contact Jeff Copeland, jeff.copeland@gmail.com 
     You'll get training in advance and always work with a friendly team on our newly 
simplified system. Most importantly: you'll make BUF services accessible to people who 
have difficulty hearing, seeing, driving, or corralling their kids. You'll be building on 
BUF's culture of welcome that is essential to our being a Beloved Community. 
 
 
Calling all Cooks! 
It’s not too late to be a part of a Wednesday Night-In cooking team at BUF. Wednesday 
night dinners will resume this fall and if you want to make friends whilst whipping up 
delicious food in our kitchen, this is for you. No cooking skill is required – all you have 
to do is follow your team leader, stir and slice. If you’re interested, or would like to hear 
more, contact genia@BUF.org. Allow your inner Julia Child to blossom! 
 
 

 

BUF CALENDAR 
DATE TIME EVENT 

 
Oct 9 11:30 Find Your Place at BUF information fair in the Social Hall, concurrent with coffee hour 

 

Oct 25 Noon Lunch with Paul Resumes 

 
 
 

mailto:genia@BUF.org
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Bellingham Unitarian Fellowship 
BUF's website is BUF.org. Contact us by email at admin@buf.org      Phone  360-733-3837.. Sign 
up for our online newsletter, the Midweek Update at https://wp.buf.org/news/communication-
sign-ups/ Sign up for BUF News Digest at https://wp.buf.org/news/communication-sign-ups/  
 
BUF Board of Trustees and Officers 2022-2023 
Daria Haynes, President  - Alex Gilman, Vice President -  John Stewart, Secretary - Sky 
Hedman, Treasurer, ex officio,  -  Jim Reimer, Trustee  -  Drew Betz, Trustee  - Sarah Pearson, 
Trustee – Lew Phinney, Trustee -  Henry Ohana, Trustee  -  Rev. Paul Beckel, ex officio 
 
 
 

How to submit content for the Mid Week Update: 
Content must be received on Monday by 10:00 a.m.  Submit via email and include an attached 
Word document, single spaced, Georgia 12 font. Avoid any formatting, bullets, etc. Limit 200 
words. If you have an item for the calendar please put “Calendar”; if you are seeking Volunteers, 
please put “Volunteer” in the subject line. Submittals may be edited for space and clarity. Submit 
your content to MWU@buf.org You may still submit your “Surfing the Web for Music and 
Inspiration” as before.  You will find selections sprinkled throughout the MWU. 

 
 
 
 

mailto:admin@buf.org
https://wp.buf.org/news/communication-sign-ups/

