SEJC Minutes – September 21, 2025

Chalice lighting
Quorum met (requires 8 members)
Attendees: Kara Black, Constance Ohana, Rob Vollkommer, Allison Jones, Doug Branson, Sid O’Connell, Susan Thurn, Ann Stevenson, Betty Scott, Joanne Frantska, Beth Brownfield, Murray Bennett, Marsha Vollkommer, Todd Jones, Rev. Nancy Reid-McKee
Minutes for 4/27/25 approved. Meeting dates for 1/25/26, 4/19/26 and 9/20/26
approved.
Open executive committee positions still unfilled: Chair, Vice-Chair, and
Communications Chair
Operations Team Update (Todd):
1. Shared BUF organization chart
2. With regard to building use – need someone who understands the operations – may require training – examples: all first aid kits contain a form that must be filled out; AED machine moved to outside sanctuary doors
Finance Report (Kara):  (See attached documents)
	Breakdown in information access
	Met with finance team – asks for vote on whether we want SEJC
finances to be held separately (as Humanitas is doing now) so
we have voted prior to finance team decision
	Move for all SEJC funds, excluding Humanitas, to be held separately
		with Kara as sole treasurer of these funds (12 yea, 2 nay)
	Reports that no requests for money can be made via email – except
		for inner transfers
	Do we want to give funds to the nine organizations that were not 
		chosen for monthly offering recipients?  Consensus: wait and 
		see what our financial situation is
	 There will be a meeting with collections team to review the process and
create a proposal for January, 2026
Fair Trade Sales:  Susan Thurn
	Some prices (coffee/chocolate bars) may have to be raised $1 but we			 are still competitive with grocery stores – sales going well
	Sita Amba-Rao, long time SEJC and Fair Trade member, has a
		mid-November birthday – Susan would like to give her a 
		UU Women’s Association Clara Barton Sisterhood Award
		(also suggested for Beth Brownfield)
Humanitas Update:  Rob Vollkommer
	Number of guests on Wednesday mornings increasing and anticipate
		those increases will continue
	Current frustration is movement of contributions through the system 
		and into the Humanitas account – working with finance
committee and treasurer to speed things up – also many 
previous regular contributors are unaware of the changeover to 
Breeze – Humanitas working to make BUF members aware of 
change and make means of contributing more user-friendly
Native American Connections:  Beth Brownfield
	Beth stepping back – Deb Cruz will be incorporating NA
Communications in her mailings
	Beth, now 84, has moved to The Willows and hopes to work on her 
		notebooks – recorded over decades – that tell the story of her
		advocacy for Native American causes
World Relief staffing update:  Ann Stevenson
	Staff all quit due to South American immigrants only – volunteers 
		starting new non-profit
Syrian family fund appeal:  Ann Stevenson
	Now 4 families – request for $200 from committee for new 
		expenses – moved by Ann S., seconded by Beth B., passed
		unanimously
Other business:
	Rev. Nancy Reid-McKee – area UU representative for Pink Haven – 
		“… a collective of organizations and individuals who are
		committed to trans liberation and joy and to growing 
		community defense, mutual-aid, and alternative systems of
		care for gender diverse people.” (pinkhaven.org) 


